WHAT CAUSES POLLUTION IN THE LAGOON?

Home to thousands of plant and
animal species, the Indian River
Lagoon is one of the most diverse
estuaries in North America.

But decades of population growth and
development have led to harmful levels of
nutrients and sediments entering the lagoon.
These pollutants decrease water quality and
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Air pollution from power plant
emissions, car exhaust, and other
fossil fuel-burning sources rains

down onto the lagoon.

WHAT IS BEING DONE TO

In 2016, Brevard County voters passed
a half-cent sales tax to benefit lagoon
health and restoration.

Brevard County’s Save Our Indian River Lagoon Program
(SOIRL) was created to prioritize and implement projects

to improve the health, productivity, aesthetic appeal, and
economic value of the lagoon. Projects are designed

to reduce pollution and nutrient loading to the lagoon,
remove accumulated muck, restore key points of the
lagoon ecosystem and respond to changing conditions and
information. The SOIRL Program is removing and preventing
millions of pounds of nutrients from entering the lagoon

by uniting the efforts of county residents, businesses,
organizations and government to Save Our Lagoon.

HELP THE LAGOON?
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Nutrients from septic systems, leaking
sewer pipes, pet waste, and excess
fertilizer seep into groundwater and flow
into the lagoon. Sandy soils and excess
irrigation allow pollutants to migrate even
more quickly into the lagoon.
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MUCK DECAY

Muck is made up of organic materials
from soil erosion on the land and from

decay of leaves, grass clippings, algae,
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